Google had a PR update last week with some interesting results!

1. Discourage buying page rank buy lowering or eliminating visible page rank of any page. 
2. Restrict number of visible back links  link:www.yoursite.com

THE web of the future?

It’s called Zude, and it is currently in public beta. What makes it special? It boasts what Fifth Generation Systems calls a “unique cross-domain drag-and-drop interface” to allow users “to quickly and easily create their own personal webpages.

1. Drag anything from the web or even your desktop onto your Zude page. 
2. The drag-and-drop feature that allows you to add objects to your pages will not work at all unless you make a pop-up exception for the site and download the software 
3. Could be  a new tool for marketing?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Google making freshness more important than ever!



It’s been true since the beginning of the web, well before Google came into existence: content is king online. It’s very important that you publish lots of good content: make it fresh, make it frequent, and make it attractive to your site visitors. And that’s true now more than ever, thanks to some of the things Google has been doing lately.

It’s always been possible to search by time when doing special searches on Google for blog posts and news items. And you can also search by time in Google when you click on Advanced Search. But now it appears that the search engine giant is making this option more prominent.

Here is a screen shot showing a normal Google web search – no special features – with a drop-down menu letting users choose posts from any time, the past 24 hours, past week, past month, past 2 months, past 3 months, past 6 months, and past year. 
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Google is testing out this potentially new aspect of its interface because it is “consolidating its blog, news and other search channels into one Universal search,” so more users will want to search by day or time as a regular thing.

Reasons to add a page of content to your site every day.
a. It gives you opportunities to expand your search visibility.
b. It gives you opportunities for more free external links that actually help.
c. It gives you opportunities to try out new ideas.
d. It increases the value of your web site
e. improve the experience of your site visitors
f.  adding content to your web site regularly grows your knowledge and     experience to your SEO strategy.
g. adding content grows your site. (Volume is a ranking variable) 
h. adding content keeps search engines crawling your site daily.
I. adding content helps ranking in all search engines because of consistent & fresh updates. (freshness is a ranking variable).
j. relevant  content adds credibility to you and your site.

When you add fresh relevant content and implement SEO techniques learned in this class, you will never compete with anyone harder to beat than yourself.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tips On Images & Load Time

Statistics show that, without a convincing reason, the average user will not wait for much more than 10 seconds for a page to load. So does that explain why your visitors seem to spend less than 5 seconds in your site? Probably your site is taking too long to load thus putting off visitors.

As you design your site, loading time should always be a priority if your site is to be an effective business tool. Balancing usability and aesthetics is a delicate matter when creating a fast loading site. You can have a colorful website but takes ages to load while on the other hand you can design a simple site that loads faster than you can brink. Below are 10 tips and tricks that I have found very useful that you can use while designing your fast loading website.

1. Use images sparingly.
Images may enhance the appearance of a website but it greatly increases its loading time. While optimizing images will make the pages load faster, overuse will not have the desired effect. For example, if you use over 75% of your page content as images chances are that your pages will load very slow.

2. Use HTML to design your pages
HTML when used well can be very effective in creating fast loading pages. You can create simple and elegant sites using plain HTML, CSS and few images.

3. Minimize animated gifs and flash usage
wherever possible use very few animated gifs, shock and flash files. As much as they enhance web page appearance they usually bog down the loading times so use sparingly.

4. Use background images
Instead of using full images, use background images for headers and footers. In this way you get to use a strip of the image of uniform design instead of using an image 779px wide.

5. Avoid using JavaScript and flash scripts
Most of these scripts contribute greatly to slow loading pages because they usually have to load some items first before they are rendered. For example, JavaScript drop menus are very useful in creating seamless navigation but unfortunately increase page load times significantly. Consider using CSS with which you can have drop down menus.

6. Optimize your HTML
One of the reasons why pages may load slowly is huge page size as a result of useless or repeated HTML tags. Validating your site is one way of optimizing your HTML.

7. Avoid using multimedia files
Unless your site is an entertainment one don’t use multimedia files especially as background music unless you absolutely have to. Providing a download link or an online player is better than using the files as background music.

8. Use Templates
Using templates will not only ensure uniformity throughout your site but will enable subsequent pages load faster because the structural images will have cached and thereby reducing the load times significantly.

9. Optimize images
Using an image editor like Photoshop, or Ifarnview, images can be optimized to load fast depending on their intended use. Appropriately resized and cropped images will greatly reduce the loading times of a page and at the same time maintaining their integrity.

10. Check your loading times
Finally check your loading times using plugins such as Fasterfox in Firefox to see how long your pages are taking to load.

11. Defining Image Dimensions
defining the image dimensions in the image tags. By this, the browser understands the amount of space required for the image and it does not need to readjust text and other content after loading the image. This will also prevent page jumping during the image loading process

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.

Hardcore Search Engine Optimization Tips

1.      Create your own SEO Journal
Search engines are constantly fine-tuning their algorithms. Many of the particulars change; what worked one year could get you banned the next. .Collect your favorite SEO forum and blog posts, newsletter articles, and tech tips in a file that you review once a month. (I have to do it  for this class) and is archived on dicks site. Create a new SEO Journal once each year; replacing the one you just created in the previous step. Because after a year of using all the advice you put into the previous one you'll have a far better idea of just how much [nonsense] you're getting from SEO blogs and forums. (What works and what does not)
.

2.      Stop using keywords in your URLs & Titles?  (Web Developers)
If you have control over the page design of the web site you can use keywords in URLs and titles with no one to say otherwise, but a partnerships or company may not have that level of control. The choice is not always in your hands.



Why should you redesign your web site once a year?
a. perhaps certain aspects of the navigation are a little awkward.
b. certain links don't work the way they were intended.
c. a redesign lets you fix all the problems. If you do it right, this will improve the experience of your site visitors.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Talking To Google.
1. Put up a Google Blog. http://www.blogger.com 

2. Get rid of dynamic urls. (“?” and “=”) 
3. Use Google Site Map. https://www.google.com/webmasters/tools/docs/en/protocol.html  

4. MSN, Yahoo & Ask use the same protocol as Google and get more info on your site. like: 
a. Top Search Queries” feature tells you which keywords were typed into the search engine when your pages appeared in the search results. 
b. Sitemap program will also tell you what terms users put into the search box before clicking on your URL – so you can see which key words were actually successful in driving traffic to your site.
c. Check Crawler Stats.
d. Monitors any errors generated by your web site.
e. Google has placed a limit of limit of 50,000 URLs.
f. For more information about the Sitemap protocol, check out the Sitemap website. 
5. Use Description Meta Tag to regulate the description google will display after a search is done..
Meta descriptions still have their purpose. 
They may not get you to the top of Google, but they frequently turn up as a description of your site in the SERPs. In other words, they’re seen by web surfers who have just performed a search and are deciding which link to click. Don’t you want to give them more incentive to click yours?

The meta description goes into HTML code for each page in your web site, and it looks like this:

META NAME=”Description” CONTENT=”informative description here”

