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webmaster tools

Some Google news first…….

Google did an algorithm update on January 25th to reduce the impact of “Google bombs”. No real impact on ecommerce sites.

http://googlewebmastercentral.blogspot.com/
Also, Google has gone to data refresh every day as opposed to every 3 or 4 weeks. You may see your rankings fluctuate more than before.

This is also a hokey scam that is running on TV lately….

http://www.136hbb.com/
This is NOT a real customer. Watch out for these guys on your site. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have surf through internet and interesting with your product and the other product that you offer. And i want to know that you can supply the product to overseas location and ship its through FedEx, UPS or DHL with a 3-4 days transit time. For payment, I would pay the transaction by creditcard payment with Visa and Mastercard. Please give me the price for each item and stock availability, from your stock list or the brand of product that you carriage so i can think which items that i would to buy from you if you can't supply the product that i wanna to buy. If i buy the stuff more than ones, can i have some discount?. And give me some information about my order soon so we can begin the transaction ASAP. 

Thank You, 

John
And now on to Google Webmaster Tools.

Google offers a lot of free tools to webmasters in order to help better manage your site.

1. Google Toolbar – This is one of the first things you should install on your computer. It is totally free and provides some great info.

http://www.google.com/tools/ 


One of the most important features on the Google toolbar is the Page 
Rank bar and Page Info menu.(show how to install and setup the toolbar.)

Page Rank bar tells you an estimation of how Google ranks your website. 
Scale is 1 -10.  This value is update every 3 months.


Google describes PageRank:[2]

“PageRank relies on the uniquely democratic nature of the web by using 
its vast link structure as an indicator of an individual page's value. In 
essence, Google interprets a link from page A to page B as a vote, by 
page A, for page B. But, Google looks at more than the sheer volume of 
votes, or links a page receives; it also analyzes the page that casts the 
vote. Votes cast by pages that are themselves "important" weigh more 
heavily and help to make other pages "important".”


Page Info button tells you if a page has been indexed by Google. It will 
give you a  link to the last “cached” version of the page. This will show you 
the last version of the page that the Googlebot spider has crawled.


Example: www.modernworth.com  - click “cached snapshot of page” then 
click on “cached text only”. This is what Googlebot sees. In this example, 
nothing.


Enter in “site:www.redhillsupply.com” and Google will tell you how many 
pages it has indexed.


Enter in “link:www.redhillsupply.com” and Google will tell you how many 
links it shows. Google intentionally shows a lower number. Yahoo will give 
a more accurate number.

2. Google Webmaster Tools – 


First you will need to create a Google account.


This is where the tools are located 
http://www.google.com/webmasters/sitemaps

In the next screen, add your site that you want to track information.


You will have to verify that you are the owner. Very simple process.


Summary – brief snapshot of your site.


Web crawl – help track down problem pages


Robots.txt analysis – shows your current robots.txt file


Crawl rate – New tool. Google just added a few months. This will tell you 
how much Google is crawling your site and even allows to control the rate 
at which you are crawled.


Now go to the “Statistics” tab. Click “Query stats”. This information is 
updated every Monday and shows what key word phrases for your site.

3. Google sitemaps – A sitemap is simply an XML file that contains all of your URLs so Google can more intelligently crawl your site. Basically, Google will be able to find all your pages quickly and hopefully index them faster.


http://www.sitemaps.org/  - definition and purpose of a sitemap. All 3 major 
search engines have agreed on this format and will use it in the future.


There are several free tools to do this.


www.gsitecrawler.com  this is a free Windows based program that will 
crawl your site and create a sitemap for you.


http://www.xml-sitemaps.com/  This script runs on your hosting server and 
is what I use. I just paid $15 for it and for $10 bucks these guys hooked it 
up for me. Works great.



Googlebot will eventually find all your pages but anything to make your 
site more “Google friendly” is better.

Site map example:

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<urlset
xmlns="http://www.sitemaps.org/schemas/sitemap/0.9"
xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance"
xsi:schemaLocation="
http://www.sitemaps.org/schemas/sitemap/0.9
http://www.sitemaps.org/schemas/sitemap/09/sitemap.xsd">
<url>
  <loc>http://www.redhillsupply.com/</loc>
  <priority>0.5</priority>
  <lastmod>2006-12-30T10:54:17+00:00</lastmod>
  <changefreq>daily</changefreq>
</url>
<url>
  <loc>http://www.redhillsupply.com/deletecart.php</loc>
  <priority>0.5</priority>
  <lastmod>2006-12-30T10:54:17+00:00</lastmod>
  <changefreq>daily</changefreq>
</url>
<url>
  <loc>http://www.redhillsupply.com/view_cart.php</loc>
  <priority>0.5</priority>
  <lastmod>2006-12-30T10:54:17+00:00</lastmod>
  <changefreq>daily</changefreq>
</url>


