Class notes – Article Submission and ranking in Google

Content is King!!!

Article submissions are a great way to build natural links back to your site.

They are the gift that keeps on giving. 

Articles are submitted to article directories that you can place your original content. Other webmasters can freely use your information and post it on their website. The “pay” for the article by including a resource box with your company info and a link back to your site.

This is why they are so valuable. You can put an anchor text link with a keyword phrase linking to the exact page you are trying to promote.

Write content for your site and separate pages to just submit to the article directories.

Long tail searches are becoming more and more popular. They only way to “optimize” is by having a lot of content. Example “welding safety in the shop”.

Anchor Text Links

Example of anchor text link:

<a target="_new" href=" http://www.redhillsupply.com/Air-Compressors.htm">Air Compressors</a>

Make sure they don’t use “No Follow” tags. (Show Searchwarp article) Pagerank will not be passed on to your site.

Links are better because generally the articles are put on sites with related content, so the link carries more weight with Google.

This allows me to target product pages to rank instead of everything pointing to my home page.

<a target="_new" rel="nofollow" href="http://www.redhillsupply.com/Air-Compressors.htm">Air Compressors</a>

How to write some good content:

Find which keyword phrase you want to promote. (Research in wordtracker) 

Then think of a topic to write about. How to articles are very popular. You want to do something interesting so webmasters will use your article on their sites.

Google around to find some interesting facts from other sources and then write around them. Add your own thoughts and experiences. Don’t just cut and paste someone elses work. Write your own article.

Anatomy of an article

Don’t write sales hype garbage. Articles need to be informative and useful. No one wants to read about “Find all your discounted diet pills at dietpills.com. We are the best!”

Its useless information and Google knows it.

Articles should be about 400 to 700 words long.

Only put one anchor text link in the body of the article. Don’t be greedy and put a bunch because people won’t use your article.

Write a simple resource box to describe yourself and your site. Avoid sales hype and put one link in the resource box.

Example of a resource box:

Jason is the webmaster for Red Hill Supply - <a href="http://www.redhillsupply.com/Digital-Multimeters-Accessories.htm">digital multimeter</a>

How to write an article

Try to write articles that are informative and useful. “How to” articles are very popular and do well. 

First decide what keyword phrase and product you want to promote. For example, I want to promote “digital multimeter”. Google around and find some sites with some basic facts about this product. 

You don’t want to copy someone else’s work, just collect some facts to write around.

http://www.umd.umich.edu/casl/natsci/slc/slconline/DIG/sld001.htm
Here is a presentation I found on how to operate a digital multimeter. From this presentation I gathered some facts and wrote an article around it.

Once you have your article written its time to submit it to some article directories.

Article Submission sites: What to look for.

I prefer only to use article sites that allow me to put in an anchor text link to a specific page on my site.

Only use article submission sites that relate to your site. Don’t put articles on sites about motherhood if your site is about car racing. 

Some of the sites allow you to log in and view your articles and will show you stats of how many times your articles have been viewed.

Be respectful of their submission guidelines. They have different rules and guidelines. Some allow anchor text links in the body of the article and some do not.

Use sites with a high page rank. The higher the page rank the better the link.

Text links is the reason to write and submit original content. If the article site won’t let you add a anchor text link, skip it and find another one.

Make sure they don’t use “No Follow” tags. (Show Searchwarp article) Pagerank will not be passed on to your site.

(Demonstrate submitting an article on www.ezinearticles.com)

I have posted my personal list of article directories on the class website.

The results

Here some successes I have had with posting articles.

“car power inverters”

“cordless grease gun”

“jump starter”

“refrigerant leak detector”

(Log into Google webmaster tools and show back links from articles.)

