Blogging


· Blogs are a critical function for adding content your website. 

· Google loves blogs – some of my blog  posts literally were ranking in Google’s index within hours of posting.

· Every website should have one as a marketing tool to promote products.

· They are totally free.

Setting up your blog

· be sure to use /blog as the subdirectory if you are hosting on your own server. Ex www.redhillsupply.com/blog/blog.html
· use a keyword phrase in blog title. Don’t call it “my company blog”

· If you know some HTML and CSS you modify a Blogger template to make it look just like the rest of your site.

· I would recommend having Blogger FTP to your server. However, if you use their server , you do get back links from it.

How to write for your blog.

· Use customer email questions and product questions that are asked on the phone.

· You can get ideas from forums with similar topics. Do not just cut and paste content. Use it is as an idea generator, then write a blog post about it. Just make up some customer questions. For example, Usenet or Google Groups.

· Posts can be short and don’t stuff with keywords.

· Use anchor text links for keywords and be sure to include keyword phrase in the title of the post.

· Link directly to product pages that you are writing about.

· Blog posts can be a lot shorter than articles.

· Blog everyday. Its easy and cheap.

Comments

· Turn your comments on and have Blogger email you when someone makes a post. Be careful spammers lover to put posts for Cialis and Viagra all over your blog.

· Set Blogger to email you when some makes a post. This allows to monitor them and delete spam.

· Comments allow other people to generate content on your site and helps to build community. Negative is, it attracts spammers.

Site Feed

· This is where Blogger will create your RSS feed for syndication.

· Site feed URL – use http://www.yoursite.com/blog/atom.xml 

· Site feed path – www.yoursite.com/blog this tells blogger where to put the feed.

SEO Tips for your blog

· be sure to use /blog as the subdirectory if you are hosting on your own server. Ex www.redhillsupply.com/blog/blog.html
· use a keyword phrase in blog title.

· Also put anchor text links in blog posts with keyword phrases.

· Point anchor text links to products that you are promoting.

· By syndicating your Blog’s RSS feed, it will begin to generate back links from every post. 
· Examples of backlinks http://www.blogscatalog.com/Science___Technology/Gadgets/index.html

· http://feeds2read.net/Print/8966/Red-Hill-Supply-Air-Tool-Blog

Types of blogging software

· Blogger  ( Google owns it. Can’t go wrong here.)

· Wordpress

· Moveable Type

Promoting your blog.

· Register in free blog directories.

· Ping your blog after you write content. http://www.pingmyblog.com/
· Set up an RSS feed for your blog. (Blogger does it automatically.)

· Add your blog RSS feed to blog RSS feed directories. http://www.rss-specifications.com/rss-submission.htm

· There is much , much more you can do.

· http://www.problogger.net/archives/2007/01/11/how-to-market-your-blog-in-2007/
· Blogger will create an RSS feed for you as well. Then you can add to RSS directories and pick up subscribers.

Feedburner. This is huge. Sign up now. Totally free.

1. Feedburner was purchased by Google. That tells you right there what Google thinks about it.

2. I suspect Feedburner will eventually be integrated into Google just like Blogger currently is. 

3. You can track subscribers and other traffic analytics for your blog and rss feed.

4. FeedBurner “burns” your feed and this enables them to collect stats on who is subscribing to your feed and where they are from.

5. Without Feedburner, I was blind as to how many subscribers I was getting and what they were looking at.

Some of the services FeedBurner offers.

· Headline animator – a rotating banner that displays your headlines.

· PingShot – Feedburner will automatically ping services so your content is updately quickly.

· Chicklet Chooser – lets you chicklets so users can easily subscriber to your blog.

· Email Subscriptions  - FeedBurner will track and maintain an email subsciption list for free. You can even download the email addresses into a spreadsheet. This will also handle unsubscribes automatically as well.

